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300,000 ducats in duties and to this city a similar loss of 100,000.
What is more, all that is owing to Your Majesty in this province
would have been lost, because each creditor would have betaken
himself elsewhere on his own account, and no collection could have
been made. Second, 400,000 ducats in debts which are owing from
Panama and Lima and Cartagena would also have been totally lost
because the people would have been scattered, each going his own
way. This would have meant a heavy loss to Your Majesty, arising
out of the cessation of trade. Third, all the business of Seville with
this city, Nombre de Dios, Peru and the New Kingdom of Granda
would have come to a stop for some years, which also would have
entailed very heavy loss on Your Majesty. Fourth, it would have
meant the death of more than 4000 persons, children and adults,
which is the population which went out from this city. They were
scattered in the bush and in the hills where they must have suffered
hunger, there being no means of relief while the enemy held the sea,
as he held it. Fifth, divine worship must have ceased in this city and
province and three monasteries and one cathedral would have been
lost. I considered that it was not for the good of Your Majesty's
armadas and fleets for me to do otherwise than I did.
All these reasons moved me to take the course I took, believing
that in so doing I was serving Your Majesty and avoiding all the
losses above mentioned, without entailing that of a single real of the
royal revenues. Nothing will be lost because the parties will fulfil
their obligations by Christmas, and the amounts taken from Your
Majesty's royal treasury will be forwarded to Your Majesty by the
fleet which must winter here. (p. 6)
The person who most importuned and persuaded me to make this
use of Your Majesty's revenues and to ransom the city was the
bishop of this province. Not that he wished to do the city a service
but that he fancied that in this manner he could do me grave harm,
and that it would fare ill with me. Similarly he encourages every
matter that bodes evil for me, because he is my enemy. I have
deemed it advisable to write this to Your Majesty that Your Majesty
may understand that insofar as they refer to me any relations he may
make are prejudiced, and the reason of it is that I have defended the
royal prerogative against him and have procured provisions from
the royal Audiencia of the New Kingdom of Granada to prevent his
encroachments upon it. Similarly, the royal officials in charge of
Your Majesty's revenues urged me to effect the ransom and to
authorize negotiations and to make use for the purpose of Your
Majesty's money which was in their custody. I assert this because